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JAE & the TERRY FOX RUN 

SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT—September, 2026 

THE COLOURS OF FALL 



 

*    PLAY    *    JOY    *    LEARN    * 

A successful school year begins long before the first bell rings. We would 

like to recognize and thank our school bus drivers for the care and profes-

sionalism they show every day. Their commitment to safely transporting 

our students to and from school is greatly appreciated, and we are thankful 

for their contribution to our JAE community.  

Our JAE students explored the significance of Orange Shirt Day through 

learning activities and crafts, while also enjoying an unforgettable perfor-

mance by world-class hoop dancer Jay Genaille, who shared his culture 

through movement and storytelling. 

Hands and hearts at work! A Grade 

1 student creates an orange tissue 

paper craft as part of our learning 

in recognition of Orange Shirt Day. 









 Nicola Canford 

Mushroom Picking 
As part of our observance of the local traditional 13 Moon 
Calendar, Mrs. Weatherbie’s and Mrs. Cunningham’s classes 
went out mushroom picking with Michael Ebenal from Forest 
Moon Fungi. It was a great day to hunt for mushrooms. 
 
k̓ecéʔ Tea Picking 
Mrs. Ellingsen’s class and Mrs. Thomas’s classes were out on 
the land k̓ecéʔ tea picking as part of our learning connected to 
the 13 moon calendar. What a great way to end the month. The 
weather was great, Hank Yemelst shared his wisdom with us and 
we collected enough tea for our school. 

13 Moon Calendar 

 

The 13 Moon 
Calendar follows the 
cycles of the moon 
and the natural 
seasons. Each moon 
marks a time of year 
connected to 
activities on the land  

Salmon Reach The 
Source Moon 

 

This moon marks the 
time when the 
salmon complete 
their long journey 
upstream to their 
spawning grounds. It 
is a season of 
gratitude, renewal, 
and reflection, 
reminding us of 
perseverance. 



 

 

 
Hoop Dancing 
It was great to host hoop dancer Jay 
Genaille this week at our school. His 
presentation was very engaging and 
kids loved it. Nicola Canford participated 
in a number of activities in the lead up to 
Truth and Reconciliation day. All 
students sewed their own orange felt 
heart with sage and juniper inside. Our 
Intermediates participated in the Blanket 
Exercise and we held an assembly to 
memorialize those whose history 
connects to the residential school. 

 
 
Cross Country Running Team 
Our Cross Country Running Team has 
attended each race over the last few 
Wednesdays. They did an amazing job. 
Kʷukʷsteyp to Derek Mobbs and Amelia 
Kim for supporting our team. And 
Kʷukʷsteyp to Carter and Timber for 
being our team captains and supporting 
the team as they prep for the race. Great 
job showing humility and serving our 
community. 

Terry Fox Run 
Our school held our annual Terry Fox Run. Our younger 
primaries completed the field run while our older students ran 
to Smith Pioneer Park where this year’s t-shirt winner was 
selected. Kʷukʷsteyp to Mrs. Nelson-Smith for organizing us 
again this year and to Derek and Timber Mobbs for being our 
run leaders. 
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Over the past month, students have begun settling into their classrooms and establishing
routines for a successful school year. We were pleased to host a very successful Open
House, where families were welcomed to the school to enjoy hot dogs, meet staff, and

participate in a fun "Find the Teacher Who..." scavenger hunt activity.
Our school community also came together for a school-wide Terry Fox Run. Inspired by

Terry's dream of raising one dollar for every Canadian, we set a goal of raising one dollar
per student. We are proud to share that we surpassed our goal thanks to the generosity of

our students, families, and community.
Students also enjoyed a special cultural presentation by Jay Genaille, who shared his

talents and traditions through hoop dancing.
On September 29, staff and students wore orange shirts in recognition of the National

Day for Truth and Reconciliation. We also held our first monthly assembly focused on the
Grandfather Teachings. This month, students learned about the teaching represented by
the Turtle: Truth, and explored how honesty and working hard to be the best versions of

ourselves can support our school community.



A GREAT START
It's been a busy and positive start to the year at our school. We were proud to recognize the National Day
for Truth and Reconciliation with activities that highlighted Indigenous cultures, traditions, and learning,

giving students an opportunity to connect with and celebrate the rich histories and contributions of
Indigenous Peoples in Canada. We also came together for our annual Terry Fox Run, with students showing

great enthusiasm and community spirit while supporting an important cause.
A new addition this year has been our lunchtime Guitar Club, which has quickly become a popular

gathering place for students. A big thank you goes to our parent volunteers who generously share their time
and talents to make this opportunity possible.

We also took time to celebrate National Custodians' Day and recognize the incredible work of our Jess our
custodian, whose efforts help keep our school safe, welcoming, and running smoothly every day. We are

grateful for all she does behind the scenes to support our students and staff.
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